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         Partnership News

CHAPELFIELD ES
$3,000 to purchase classroom iPads to supple-

ment student literacy and reading programs

GOSHEN LANE ES
$2,500 toward Nature's Classroom Camp event

$2,500 to purchase classroom iPads

HIGH POINT ES
$300 for special needs curriculum materials

JEFFERSON ES
$2,500 for math curriculum support materials

LINCOLN ES
$3,250 for classroom iPads

$300 for audio headphones and visual timers 

LINCOLN HS
$2,500 for the Adobe Productivity Suite

$300 to purchase first-aid certification materials
$500 for a Veterans Honor Flight

$1,000 to establish an organic garden
$2,500 for research materials and Netbooks  

for the Speech & Debate Team

MIDDLE SCHOOL EAST 
$2,500 for an Outdoor Nature Classroom project

MIDDLE SCHOOL WEST 
$3,750 to purchase SMART™ boards
$2,400 to purchase classroom iPads

$2,500 for classroom broadcast 
equipment upgrades

$650 to purchase digital ELMO™ projectors

ROYAL MANOR ES
$1,613 toward sound equipment for the  

after-school drama club
$2,500 toward the purchase of   

We Both Read™ curriculum aides

 

There is plenty of  glitz, glamor, and 
diamonds – and denim – right here 
in central Ohio! In fact, more than a 
million dollars worth.

A million dollars is the milestone  
the Gahanna-Jefferson Education  
Association (GJEF) has reached since its  
formation in 2002. The announcement was  
made during the eighth annual Celebration of  
Excellence ceremony February 25, 2012.

With Lights, Camera Auction! serving as the 2012  
theme, attendees were encouraged to dress in  
their best denim and diamonds in preparation for 
the red carpet. The 2012 Celebration raised more 
than $112,000, pushing the GJEF beyond the $1 
million milestone.

The event featured an extraordinary evening 
of  fun, food and fellowship – and all for a good 
cause. Proceeds from admission, as well as a 
fast-paced auction accompanied by a silent auction, 
go toward classroom grants to enhance educational 
opportunities provided throughout the District. 
Tickets often sell-out early.

The more than 500 items, donated by area  
business and civic partners, included: sporting/
concert tickets, vacation packages, sporting goods, 
food, home/garden tools, entertainment, shop-
ping/gift cards, pamper-yourself  gift baskets, 
services, and many for-the-family items.

About the GJEF   

The GJEF was created as a direct result of  the lead-
ership and advice of  the Gahanna-Jefferson School 
Business Advisory Council. A generous contribu-
tion of  $10,000 from the Gahanna Rotary Club and 
$5,000 from the Gahanna-Jefferson Area Fund Inc., 
provided the financial base, which to further grow 
the foundation. 

Within the first year, GJEF met all state and federal 
requirements to become an IRS 501(c)(3) non-
profit. Accordingly, it recruited a board of  directors 
made up of  local business professionals and civic 
leaders committed to the mission of  promoting 
excellence in our schools. Visit the foundation’s 
website at www.GJEF.org to learn more about 
additional programs and projects.

Thanks a Million! 

Mark Your Calendar 

February 23, 2013 

All-Star Gahanna-Jefferson  
Education Foundation Event 

7 PM -10:30 PM 
Villa Milano Banquet and Conference  

Attendees are encouraged to wear their favorite athletic 
team’s colors. For more information about tickets, contact 

GJEF Community Coordinator Dale Foor at 614-416-0298 or 
email Stephanie Lark at: stephanielark@hotmail.com
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Since 2002, the GJEF 
has raised more than 
one million dollars in 
support of excellence
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More than 500 Gahanna elementary students 
transformed a portion of  their classrooms  
from high-tech learning centers to agricultural 
learning centers.

Through a specially designed curriculum, Veggie 
U, provides GJPS fourth-grade classrooms with 
Earth to Table™ kits, complete with seeds, soil, 
flats, root-view boxes, grow lights and a worm 
farm. The materials permit students to see, hear, 
taste, feel and experience the process of  planting, 
growing and harvesting a crop – all from their 
classroom; and, best of  all – eating the results at  
a Vegetable Feast Day held at the school shortly 
after harvest time. 

With a hands-on scientific approach to research,  
Veggie U reaches across the curriculum to touch 
on anatomy, botany, mathematical measurements, 

reading, and writing (journal entries).

“We believe our students benefit greatly from 
understanding the connection between what they 
consume and how that food is grown,” said GJPS 
Curriculum Coordinator Kristy Flynn.

Veggie U is currently in place in more than 1,800 
classrooms across 26 states. Locally, the Mount 
Carmel Health System, the Gahanna-Jefferson 
Education Foundation, and HHA Food &  
Nutrition Management Services, Inc., have  
assisted in underwriting the start-up cost of   
$400 per classroom.

Veggie U is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit  
organization under the direction of  the Culinary 
Vegetable Institute based in Milan, OH.

Students Return Gahanna  
to its Agricultural Roots
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Mount Carmel Health System 
Supporting Excellence in Education

A participant of the GLHS work-study •	
    program, an option for handicapped 
    students and designed to provide vital 
    employability skills necessary for the 
    successful transition from school to  
    adult independence.

Provides industry professionals to serve •	
    as judges for the annual GLHS Science  
    Academy Symposium.

A key partner, in collaboration with  •	
    the GJEF, to fund the Earth to Table™  
    Veggie-U curriculum.

Active participants on the  •	
    Gahanna-Jefferson School Business 
    Advisory Council.

Provides industry professionals serve •	
    on the advisory committee for the 
				Eastland-Fairfield/Clark	Hall		 
    Bioscience program.

Provides corporate support of the annual •	
    GJEF Celebration of Excellence event.

Provides resources and books to GJPS •	
    libraries, including a 2012 donation 
    of Who’s Who in Black Columbus  
    (9th Edition).



Take a peek inside any G-J classroom and you
will see the leaders of  tomorrow developing a
solid foundation in preparation to become life-
long learners for the increasingly global envi-
ronment they will compete in beyond
graduation.

You will find a curriculum designed to further
develop abstract problem-solving skills, sensitiv-
ity to diversity, and multiple opportunities for
creative expression. Essential skills for the
workplace, regardless of  the chosen career path.

You will find a bright, warm and inviting envi-
ronment. You will see educators assessing stu-
dentlearning through structured and informal
observations as well as personal interaction. 

You will find bulletin boards and trophy cases
adorned student work and the numerous state,
regional and national awards acknowledging

these efforts.

You will find international language instruction
provided at all grade levels, the implementation
of  physical education/health wellness initiatives,
and wireless technology throughout for the lat-
est and ever-evolving academic tools and soft-
ware. Take an even deeper look and you will see
the results of  staff  development opportunities
to support meaningful 21st century teaching.

Not only would you see GJPS instructors con-
tinually seeking out best practices, but also ac-
tively implementing innovative teaching
methods, often ahead of  the curve. This in-
cludes, but not limited to: Flipped Classrooms,
Bring Your Own Device, Dual
Enrollment/Post Secondary Enrollment Op-
tions, and the Digital Blended Learning
method. Come take a peek!

�
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Leading the Way 
Gahanna-Jefferson Board of Education

The Gahanna-Jefferson Board of  Education seeks to provide all students with the maximum educational 
opportunities available within the parameters of  existing facilities, financial resources, legal requirements, 
community partnerships and parental involvement. The board fulfills these responsibilities by functioning 
primarily as a legislative body to formulate and adopt policy, and collaboratively evaluating the results. 

School Board Meetings
GJPS Board meetings are held the second Thursday of  each month,  
at Gahanna Lincoln High School’s newest addition, Clark Hall, 380  
Granville Street. Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m., on the third floor, Commons  
area. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. Board meeting  
agendas and minutes may be found at www.GahannaSchools.org, under  
the Board of  Education tab.
 

* Dewitt D. Harrell’s appointment fills an unexpired term vacated by Heather Bishoff, who was elected 
to represent the 20th District within the Ohio House of Representatives. Harrell was selected from a 
pool of 23 local community applicants.

Clarice Yoder
Board President 
(Photo: top row, left)

Mrs. Yoder has served  
on the board since 2001.

Phone: 614-479-1305  
YoderC@gjps.org

Term concludes
12.31.2013

Jill Schuler
Vice President
(Photo: top row, right)

Mrs. Schuler has served  
on the board since 2010.

Phone: 614-479-1303  
SchulerJ@gjps.org 

Term concludes
12.31.2013

Scott Mounts 
Member
(Photo: bottom row, left)

Mr. Mounts has served  
on the board since 2010. 

Phone: 614-479-1302 
MountsS@gjps.org

Term concludes
12.31.2013

Windy McKenna
Member
(Photo: bottom row, center)

Mrs. McKenna  has served  
on the board since 1994. 

Phone: 614-479-1301  
MckennaW@gjps.org

Term concludes
 12.31.2015

Dewitt D. Harrell
Member
(Photo: bottom row, right)

Mr. Harrell was appointed to 
the board on Jan. 10, 2013. 

Phone: 614-479-1304
HarrellD@gjps.org

Term concludes*
12.31.2013
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PHOTO: Royal Manor Elementary School | NEA 2012 Read Across America Day
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In May 2012 the Gahanna-Jefferson Board of   
Education proudly introduced Francis R. Scruci  
as the District’s new superintendent of  schools. 

Scruci has a master’s in educational  
administration from Ashland University, located  
in northern Ohio; a bachelor’s in education from 
Slippery Rock University; as well as a bachelor’s  
in business administration from Grove City  
College. The latter two are located in  
western Pennsylvania. 

Scruci describes himself  as a strong supportive 
leader who believes  
in collaboration and in-
volving stakeholders to 
achieve the best results.

These beliefs are evident within the District  
goals introduced at the start of  the 2012-2013 
school year. 

In addition to being a consistent and visible  
presence by attending numerous student  
competitions, events and school open houses 
throughout the District, Scruci has introduced a 
series of  a ongoing Community Coffee with the 
Superintendent events. 

All District residents are invited and are welcome 
to attend. The format is open and informal to 
encourage true two-way communication. 

Scruci  has a three year contract with the GJPS 
Board of  Education through June 30, 2015. 

Strong Leadership
FRAnCiS SCRuCi, Superintendent/CEO

Students as Learners
We will provide students with rigorous and 
relevant learning experiences, ensuring that all 
students are lifelong learners equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to meet the demands of  
college and career.

 
Staff as Learners
We will engage staff  in meaningful professional 
learning to meet the needs of  our students. 

School Culture
We will develop positive relationships in a  
safe and caring environment that promotes 
rigorous and meaningful learning opportunities. 
 

Change Agents
We will analyze and prepare for social,  
economic and political change that may  
impact the Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools.

Fiscal Responsibility
We will promote and ensure student success 
through the effective use of  taxpayers’ dollars.

Family & Community Relations
We will engage in partnerships and service 
through consistent, transparent and effective com-
munication practices.

Academic Focus
DiSTRiCT GOALS
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Expenses

Gahanna-Jefferson Financial Overview
 

              FY12 Revenues

$77.7 Million
State: 14.0%

Personal Property Taxes: 2.4%

Real Estate Taxes: 60.5%

Homestead Rollback: 12.2%

Local Resources: 10.8%

(Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding)

Salaries: 61.0%

Benefits: 18.9%

Purchased Services: 10.3%

Supplies: 2.4%

Capital Outlay: 2.1%

Other: 5.4%

FY12 Expenses: $78.3 Million
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Mr. Julio Valladares has served as the District’s 
treasurer since 2003. His role is one of  a fiscal 
adviser, providing sound fiscal leadership to  
assist the GJPS Board of  Education and the  
superintendent’s administrative team in various 
decision-making processes based on available 
resources and current economic factors. 

Recently, and for the 20th consecutive year, 
the Government Finance Officers Association 
(GFOA), awarded Gahanna-Jefferson with a 

Certificate of  Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting. It is the highest form of  recognition  
in the area of  governmental accounting and  
financial reporting. 

To learn more about Treasurer Valladares or  
to view the District’s FY2012 Comprehensive  
Annual Financial Report and similar financial  
statements, visit: www.GahannaSchools.org and click 
the Board of  Education/Treasurer and Financial  
Services tabs.

Fiscal Overview
JuLiO VALLADARES, Treasurer/CFO

FY12 GJPS Revenues
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On the heels of  three GLHS students being 
named 2012 National Merit Scholars, an 
additional six seniors were designated as 
Commended Scholars by the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. A letter of  commendation 
from the school and the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation was presented by Principal Dwight 
Carter to each of  the students. 
 
These six students were among 34,000 Com-
mended Scholars nationwide and placed among the 

top 5 percent of  more than 1.5 million students 
who entered the 2012 competition by taking the 
2010 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). 

Pictured, l-r seated: Colleen A. Hall, Shaina M. Pat-
rick, and Rachel L. Johnson. Standing l-r :  Annika M. 
Nilsen, Kathryn Moon, and Ameya P. Kotwal.

Gahanna Lincoln High School Class of  2012 
members Kathyrn C. O’Donovan, Samantha H. 
Nandyal, and Nisitha Sengottuvel (pictured l-r with 
guidance counselor Jenny Savakinas)  are among an élite 
group. They were named National Merit Finalist by 
the National Merit Scholarship Program based on 
their PSAT scores. Program officials said the three 
were among the highest scoring entrants from 
around the nation – less than one percent of  all 
high school seniors.

Gahanna Lincoln High School Principal  
Dwight Carter said the three students  
continually excelled in and out of  the  

classroom, as well as scoring well on various  
pre-college tests. 

“We’re thrilled,” Carter said. “It’s a tremendous ac-
complishment for these students and their families. 
National Merit recognition reflects the collective 
hard work of  the student, their families, as well as 
the school’s commitment to academic excellence.”
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2 GLHS Students  
Inducted to Hall of Fame 

Sanchi Arora, Annika nilsen

3 GLHS Seniors  
Named National  

Merit Scholars

 6 GLHS Seniors  
Designated as  

Commended Scholars

$15,100,000.00 
Grants and Scholarships Earned  

by the Class of 2012

Awarded an Honors Diploma:  19%• 

GLHS National Honor Society Inductees: 13• 

National Merit Scholars: 3• 

National Merit Commended Scholars: 6• 

Attend 2/4-year college or university: 91%• 

ACT® Average Score: 22.0•  
          State Average: 21.8 | National Average: 21.1

 

2012 Valedictorians
A GLHS valedictorian has maintained a 4.0 or greater 

throughout high school. Many students have exceeded 
4.0 by taking AP and similar course work, which has a 

heavier or “weighted” point value. 

Arvelo Feliciano, Jeovan• 

Baptiste, Trent Evan• 

Benninger, Chad Stephen• 

Chang, Christopher Jia Jen• 

Foley, Andrew Christopher• 

George, Elizabeth Nicole• 

Goodwin, Sierra Skye• 

Hall, Colleen Amelia• 

Hann, Kaitlyn Marie• 

Horn, Emily Marie• 

Johnson, Rachel Lee• 

Kamath, Suneil Y.• 

Katzmeyer, Courtney Nicole• 

Kotwal, Ameya Prakash• 

Lao, Steven Sing• 

McDonald, Jason Adam• 

McKenna, Meaghan Elizabeth• 

Mefford, Daniel Joseph• 

Milburn, Tyler Paul• 

Nandyal, Samantha Hope• 

Nilsen, Annika Marie• 

O’Donovan, Kathryn Claire• 

O’Donovan, Kristin Noelle• 

Patterson, Bailey Kathryn• 

Richmond, Jane Nicole• 

Schrader, Evan Anthony• 

Sengottuvel, Nisitha• 

Sheets, Morgan Elizabeth• 

Snoad, Beau Frederick• 

Troyan, Cody Alexander • 

Van Deventer, Rachel Melba• 

Watson, Emily Lea• 

Weng, Xu• 

Wurster, Lara Nemeth• 

Honor Roll
Awards and Achievements Earned by the Class of 2012

The Gahanna Lincoln High School Hall of  Fame 
was established to further recognize students  
for their overall outstanding academic  
achievement, inspirational leadership and  
commitment to community service. 

With GPAs exceeding 4.0; their involvement 
with numerous GLHS clubs and organizations, 

(including student council); and, countless com-
munity service hours, these two amassed more than 
$238,000.00 in scholarship and grant offers to 
continue onward with their studies.
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Alumni Hall of  
Fame Awardees 

Connie DeJong, Matthew Markling, Brad deSilva

Annually, the Gahanna-Jefferson Education 
Foundation (GJEF) host a community celebration 
to introduce its Alumni Hall of  Fame inductees, 
as well as its Cornerstone honorees. The 
event begins with a private luncheon with musical 
entertainment provided by the GLHS Chorale fol-
lowed by a community reception that is open to all. 

The GLHS Alumni Hall of  Fame was created to 
recognize graduates, who through their perfor-
mance, community service and achievements 
have brought honor to themselves and to GLHS. 

All honorees represent a broad range of  talents, 
achievements, and/or community service. 

Furthermore, by showcasing their many 
achievements, it will serve to inspire and provide 
leadership to current and future graduates to 
achieve and serve in the same distinguished man-
ner. A period of  at least 10 years must have elapsed 
since graduating from GLHS to be eligible for 
induction. The 2012 inductees were:  

Connie DeJong | Class of  1990 -  A coordinator 
with the OSU Arts Scholar program and serves as 

the executive director of  the Global Gallery; 

Brad W. deSilva, MD., | Class of  1994 - An 
assistant professor with The Ohio State University 
(OSU) Medical Center; and,

Matthew John Markling | Class of  1989 -  
An attorney with McGown & Markling Co.,  
L.P.A. Also, general counsel for the Ohio Educa-
tional Service Center Association; and, a former  
member of  the Lakewood City School District 
Board of  Education.

The GJEF recognizes that the tradition of   
excellence established throughout the District  
is due to the collective efforts of  many dedicated 
educators and community leaders who have unself-
ishly committed their professional and civic talents.

The Cornerstone Award is an annual recognition 
of  these builders of  excellence. All honorees have 
been actively associated with the District for at least 
10 years as an employee or other official support 
role (i.e., board member or PTA/PTO leader). The 2012 
honorees were:

Joanne Mann, a retired GJPS educator  
from High Point Elementary School and  

Gahanna Middle School West;

Jodi Christenson, a retired GJPS educator from 
Goshen Lane Elementary School; and,

Angie Gottron, active GJPS parent, community 
volunteer, and GJEF auction chairperson.

Persons can be nominated or inducted posthu-
mously. To learn more about these outstanding 
individuals and their contributions, visit: www.
GahannaSchools.org and click the Gahanna-Jefferson 
Education Foundation button under the District Infor-
mation tab. Or contact GJEF President Dale Foor at 
614-416-0298.
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Cornerstone 
Awardees

Jodi Christenson,  
Angie Gottron, Joanne Mann
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Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools (GJPS) had a  
conundrum...Gahanna Lincoln High School (GLHS)  

was serving more students than it was designed to accommodate 
– considerably more. 

Without adequate space for expansion on the existing lot, 
District officials had been examining  for years  how to resolve 
the problem. A study by the Ohio School Facilities Commission 
estimated the cost to build a new high school at approximately 

$80 million – a step the District, nor the 
community, was financially prepared to do.

An Answer
In August 2011 community members 
joined GJPS officials at a formal ribbon-
cutting of  GLHS’ latest addition, Clark 
Hall. It is an ultra-modern, unconventional, 
state-of-the-art, dynamic learning environ-
ment featuring flexible classroom furnish-
ings, expansive open spaces, abundant 
natural lighting and stimulating, vibrant 
colors throughout.

Additional design elements feature an emphasis on collabora-
tion and independent thinking; supported by wireless technology 
building-wide to encourage impromptu group or independent 
study.

GLHS’ junior- and senior-level students attend classes on the 
second and third floors.  

The east wing of  the first floor is leased to Eastland-Fairfield 
Career & Technical Schools and serves as home to three 
of  its varied student vocational workforce programs: Architec-
ture/Construction Management, Bioscience Technology, and 
Teaching Professions.

The west wing of  the facility is leased to Columbus State 
Community College (CSCC). The District is currently in 
conversation with CSCC to develop a dual-enrollment program 
for GLHS students. Combined, the facility creates a seamless 
K-14 educational system for Gahanna-Jefferson students.

Additional leasing partners within the facility include the  
Education First Credit Union and the Gahanna YMCA.
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Programming 
Partnership
& Innovation  
Clark Hall – World Class 
Programming, Partnerships 
and Innovative Financing

Pictured l-r: GJEF President Dale Foor, GLHS Science Chairperson Fred Donelson and Jack R. Barckhoff, CEO of Barckhoff Welding Management observe (and quiz) the GLHS student 
scientists as they take their self-programed remote operated underwater vehicles through a series of drills.
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The GJPS Board of  Education made a bold,  
innovative step forward with Clark Hall. It  

took an additional step by leasing the unused  
24,000 square feet of  adjacent ground space to  
commercial developer Wagenbrenner, Inc. for a 
new retail complex, the Commons at Clark Hall. 

This additional public/private partnership is also 
financially structured to supplement the District’s 
initial construction cost of  Clark Hall.

Due to its prime location, Chipotle Mexican 
Grill®, Panera Bread®, Rusty Bucket Restau-
rant, and AT&T Mobile® promptly agreed to 
be among the first tenants. Ongoing discussions 
have resulted in additional tenants, including 

Smashburger®, the Gahanna Vision Center, and 
Menchie’s™ Frozen Yogurt. 

Meanwhile, the developer recently made a one-
time $344,250 payment to the District toward its 
initial construction cost of  the now shared Clark 
Hall parking lot.

When completed in early 2013, the ground lease 
payments from Wagenbrenner, Inc., will provide 
GJPS with an additional ongoing annual revenue 
stream of  $132,000 to supplement classroom and 
similar operational expenses.

To learn more about this project and its many 
benefits, visit www.GahannaSchools.org and click  
the Treasurer tab.

Commons at Clark  
Hall Project to Pay  
Additional Dividends
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The Power of  
Partnerships 

In addition to providing real-world insights to • 
the GLHS science and robotics classes, Jack 
R. Barckhoff, CEO of  Barckhoff  Welding 
Management, recently made a generous $500 
contribution to support the school’s underwa-
ter ROV program. Barckhoff  is a 2005 GLHS 
Alumni Hall of  Fame inductee. 

Benefiting • Gahanna Residents in Need 
(GRIN), the GLHS Chorale (Jeremy Lahman, 
director) and the GLHS Chamber Orchestra 
(Kevin Dengel, director) in partnership with 
the Gahanna Peace Lutheran Church, 
united to perform Antonio Vivaldi’s master-
work GLORIA! and Gabriel Faure’s  Requiem. 
The two concerts raised more than $6,000 in 
donations. CD recordings are currently avail-
able in the school office.

In addition to ongoing continued support, • 
Cardinal Health recently contributed $1,750 
toward Eastland-Fairfield Career Center’s  
Bioscience program housed at Clark Hall. 

A paramedic with the • Mifflin Township 
Division of Fire, Chuck Wilhelm,  
annually provides first aid/CPR training  
(pictured) to the students enrolled in the  
Teaching Professions program at Clark Hall. 

A special thank you to the • Columbus Crew 
Soccer Team for sponsoring a Gahanna-
Jefferson Community Night event. Not only 
did it provide families the opportunity to attend 
a professional MLS competition at a discounted 
ticket rate, but also raised $1,570 for Gahanna-
Jefferson Schools. 

In April 2012 • Jim Cracchiolo, chairman and 
chief  executive officer of  Ameriprise Finan-
cial visited with students in GLHS’  personal 

finance and investment society classes, as well 
as the school’s award winning DECA Club. 
Cracchiolo spoke about current market trends, 
the entrepreneurial spirit and business ethics.  

Finance experts from • BRAVO/BRIO  
Restaurant Group visited GLHS’  
Accounting I classes to discuss the company’s 
evolution from a privately held company, with 
its first restaurant in central Ohio, to become a  
Fortune 500 publicly traded company with  
94 restaurants across 30 states.

“For more than 14 years, we have relied on the assistance of the talented  

students of Gahanna Lincoln High School (GLHS) to bring the Creekside Blues 

& Jazz Festival and the Holiday Lights Parade to life. This invaluable partnership 

has introduced us to hundreds of GLHS students, who have generously  served 

in a multitude of volunteer roles. We have, and remain, impressed with the consistent character traits and values 

exemplified by these student volunteers. They are dependable, enthusiastic, responsible, resourceful and have  

a strong sense of community service. it permits our staff, board of directors, and other planning committees to 

continue onward in the fine tradition that these two annual events have become.”

 - Karen Eylon 
Former director, Gahanna Convention & Visitors Bureau



2012 School Business Advisory Members
Alexander Alston iii, Alexander  • 
Lawn & Landscaping
Alysia Madison, nationwide insurance • 
Andy Thomas, Abbott Labs• 
Ben Babcanec, Heartland Bank• 
Beverly Metcalf, Metcalf Design & Printing • 
Bob Keidan, Keidan Financial Consultants, LLC• 
Brett Rozanczyk, Wendy’s• 
Brook Hull, Dollenmayer Dance• 
Carol Von Clausburg, Allstate insurance • 
Chris Minton, Citi Group• 
Charles Wise, Assist. VP, Public Sector,  • 
Key Bank
Dennis Murphy, Chf. Gahanna Div. of Police• 
Dewitt Harrell, Columbus Metropolitan Library• 
Jan Ross, Bob Evans Restaurant• 
Jason Souder, Piada italian Street Food• 
Jeff Rice, OSu Fisher College of Business • 
Jerry Frengou, Limited Brands, inc.• 
Jodi Thomas, Franklin County Public  • 
Defenders Office
Joe Gottron, Cardinal Health• 
Kai nilsen, Peace Lutheran Church• 
Kevin Farris, Huntington Bank investments• 

Michael Childs, Huntington national Bank • 
Mike Fritz, Deloitte-Touche• 
Rick Conover, Gahanna Chamber of Commerce• 
Rob Matney, Real Living® HER• 
Sandi Takach, Mount Carmel Health System• 
Tom Hof, Columbus Zoo• 
Tresa Durkin, Eastland-Fairfield Career Center • 

2012 Newsletter Patrons
in addition to a generous contribution by  

Mount Carmel Health System, the development  
of this publication was made possible by the 

following sponsors:
Benchmark Bank• 
Dynalab, inc.• 
Education First Credit union• 
Eastland-Fairfield Career & Technical Schools• 
Gahanna Area Realty Association • 
Gahanna-Jefferson Education Foundation• 
Gahanna Kiwanis• 
Gahanna Lions Club• 
Keller Williams Realty, Theo & Jim Bradshaw• 
Heartland Bank• 
Huntington Banks• 
The Kroger Company• 

Lew Griffin Insurance• 
M/i Homes• 
Montgomery & Associates• 
Shepherd Church of the nazarene • 

This is a publication by the School Business 
Advisory Council; the Gahanna-Jefferson  

Education Foundation; and, the  
Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools.

 

www.GahannaSchools.org
| 160 South Hamilton Road |  

Gahanna, OH 43230 | 614-471-7065

The School Business Advisory Council (SBAC) is a vital link in connecting the 
District’s academic programs to the world of  work beyond high school. The council 
seeks out partnerships to provide GJPS students with career awareness, mentoring, 

and job-shadowing opportunities. The SBAC also provides industry insights related to 
various vocational programs and supports numerous student recognition programs.
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